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G. A. ('Jerry')
was Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory at All Souls' College, Oxford, UK. He was born in Canada to Jewish parents, educated at the universities of McGill, Canada, and Oxford, UK, and, before being appointed at Oxford, worked for many years at University College, London, UK. Cohen was one of the founding figures of 'analytical' or 'no bullshit' Marxism, a grouping that included John Elster, John Roemer, and Phillippe van Parijs. The group was notable for seeking to import the techniques and plainspeaking of analytical philosophy to bear on debates concerning justice and equality, but from a left-inflected vantage point. However, before his work in this area Cohen cemented his reputation as an original and rigorous thinker with a significant re-reading of the methodological foundation of Marxism, Karl Marx's Theory of History -a Defence (1978) , which won the prestigious Isaac Deutscher Memorial Award. Thereafter Cohen's work was marked by a keen engagement with debates in the idiom of liberal egalitarianism, which is where latterly he thought 'the action is'. Key works in this vein include Self-Ownership, Freedom and Equality (1995) (2nd edition 1985) ; The Disorder of Women: Democracy, Feminism and Political Theory (1989) ; and The Sexual Contract (1988) , which received the Benjamin Lippincott Award from the APSA (American Political Science Association) in 2005. Her book Contract and Domination (2007) (with Charles Mills) extends her work on theories of original contracts to the racial contract and its intersection with the sexual contract, and includes her reply to her critics of The Sexual Contract. Her current research interests continue her long-standing concern with democratic theory, and include her recent work on a basic income for all citizens. She was President of the APSA in 2010-11. She was awarded the Johan Skytte Prize in Political Science for 2012 from Uppsala University, Sweden.
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Philip Pettit is the Laurance S. Rockefeller University Professor of Politics and Human Values at Princeton University, USA and also in Economics in 1998 for his contributions to welfare economics, he has served as President of the Econometric Society, the Indian Economic Association, the American Economic Association, and the International Economic Association. He is also Honorary President of OXFAM. Professor Sen's research has ranged over a number of fields in economics and philosophy, including social choice theory, welfare economics, the theory of measurement, development economics, and moral and political philosophy. His most recent book, The Idea of Justice (2009), merges economics and philosophy with scholarly reflection on real-world human suffering. Sen distances himself from Rawlsian theories of global justice, which he believes are too frequently articulated in 'transcendental' abstractions and are largely detached from the empirical world they aspire to heal. He urges scholars and policymakers to work for the reduction of specific injustices rather than to debate a variety of ideal end-states. He proposes an 'open' and 'comparative' idea of injustice that enables comparative assessment of societal arrangements without the need for transcendental principles. 
